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TOURISM AWARDS 2008 – Top Awards Citations
Outstanding Contribution to Tourism

Mr Robert Kwan 

Executive Chairman - Retired

Wildlife Reserves Singapore

Mr Kwan was appointed Board Director, Wildlife Reserves Singapore (WRS) in 2003, and  assumed the position of Executive Chairman the following year. WRS was established in 2000 as the Holding Company for Jurong BirdPark, Singapore Zoo and Night Safari. During his four-year tenure as Executive Chairman, Mr Kwan developed a master plan to transform the three parks into world-class institutions that are widely recognised by the global wildlife community for their inimitable strong focus on wildlife conservation, education, research and recreation.

Under Mr Kwan’s leadership, WRS reported record visitor numbers year-on-year. In 2006, WRS’ three attractions welcomed a total of 3.3 million visitors, registering profits for the first time. He also steered the company to strike a balance between animals, people and the community which can be seen from his efforts to transform the Zoo into a learning zoo for all. For his dedication in promoting Singapore to the world, Mr Kwan is conferred the Outstanding Contribution to Tourism award. 
Special Recognition Award

Mr Park Sang Hwan
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
HANATOUR SERVICE INC

With Mr Park Sang Hwan at the helm, HANATOUR SERVICE INC has become an internationally acclaimed travel group, and is the first travel company in Korea to be listed on the KOSDAQ. The company has made remarkable success in the wholesale business, maintaining its top position since 1998. As the company’s Chief Executive Officer since its inception, Mr Park has received accolades for his efforts in Korea’s travel industry. A firm supporter of Singapore, he has led his company to collaborate with the Singapore Tourism Board on more than 50 promotional campaigns, bringing over 220,000 Korean visitors to Singapore in the past 5 years.

Mr Park played a vital role in developing the Singapore Education segment in Korea and even served as the ambassador for Singapore Education in 2007. His foresight in identifying new and exciting educational experiences led to a rising number of Korean students coming to Singapore.   

Special Recognition Award

Mr Jeyathurai Ayadurai

Director, The Changi Museum Pte Ltd, 
General Manager, Singapore History Consultants (SHC) 
Managing Director, Journeys Pte Ltd

Mr Jeyathurai Ayadurai is renowned for his knowledge of local military history and his significant contributions to Singapore heritage. He created an entirely new market when he founded SHC in 1995 to educate and share with others Singapore’s rich history and heritage. Through his valuable insightful research and consultancy services, Mr Jeyathurai has developed SHC into a premier research organisation specialising in Singapore’s history. 
As Director of The Changi Museum, Mr Jeyathurai has raised awareness of the Pacific War, making the museum a must-visit for veterans and visitors interested in the War’s history. The museum has also received international praise for its sensitive and poignant portrayal of those war years. Through Journeys Pte Ltd, Mr Jeyathurai developed the ‘Original Singapore Walks’, a novel way to appreciate Singapore’s culture and heritage. Mr Jeyathurai has steered the firm and its walking tours to make Singapore heritage hip and exciting to enjoy to visitors and locals.
Special Recognition Award

Mr KF Seetoh

Chief Executive and Makan Guru

Makansutra (S) Pte Ltd

Mr KF Seetoh is synonymous with Makansutra (“makan” is Bahasa Indonesia for eating and “sutra” is Sanskrit for guide or lessons), the company he founded whose mission is to celebrate the best of Asian food culture and lifestyle. Under Mr Seetoh’s creative vision, the company promotes the joy of eating, Singapore style, and its business involvements include publishing, television shows and food tours, as well as the setting up of the popular Glutton’s Bay at the Esplanade. 

Mr Seetoh’s tireless efforts to introduce Singapore’s cuisine to the world saw him planning the food programme for Singapore Day at New York’s Central Park in April 2007, flying in 12 popular hawkers to serve up signature Singaporean delights. Widely acknowledged as an expert in Singaporean and Southeast Asian cuisines, he was invited to speak at and moderate seminar segments at the Culinary Institute of America’s Worlds of Flavor Conference in November 2007 in Napa Valley, USA. 
Mr Seetoh was passionate about the local dining scene and through his interactions with members of the local and international media, cultivated their interest and support. He was instrumental in securing positive and vivid raves about Singapore’s unique and colourful makan scene internationally through his personal friendships with noted food critics and writers such as the late R.W. Apple Jr and Calvin Trillin of The New Yorker, as well as celebrity chefs Anthony Bourdain (No Reservations) and Bobby Chinn (World Café Asia).
Tourism Entrepreneur of the Year

Madam Lin Deng Li

Chairman

Golden Travel Services Pte Ltd (GTS)

A well respected tourism industry leader, Mdm Lin Deng Li is the Founder and Chairman of Golden Travel Services Pte Ltd (GTS). Set up in 1976, GTS is a travel specialist catering to corporate and consumer travel but is gaining attention too for its educational tours to Singapore. GTS recently won the Singapore Prestige Brand Award (SPBA) – Heritage Awards. No stranger to advocating cultural ties and exchange, Mdm Lin plans to expand GTS’ travel offerings to include the promotion and exchange of bilateral culture, education, and arts awareness.
In 1992, the entrepreneurial Mdm Lin set up a new division, Learning Journey, in anticipation of the huge potential market of inbound educational tours. She believes in creating in-depth Uniquely Singapore educational experiences for all visiting student groups, thus helping to promote Singapore as the choice learning destination. Under her leadership, GTS has become the market leader in educational tours. From 500 Chinese students and teachers visiting Singapore under the Overseas School Trip (OST) programme in 2004, GTS reported bringing in 8,000 students last year.

New Tourism Entrepreneur of the Year

Ms Florence Tan

Director
Country City Investment Pte Ltd

Mr Soh Kim Teck

Managing Director

Country City Investment Pte Ltd

Country City Investment Pte Ltd‘s Director Florence Tan, and Managing Director Soh Kim Teck are instrumental in transforming Dempsey Hill into the Asian lifestyle and dining destination of choice amongst Singaporeans, expatriates and visitors alike. Since its inception in July 2007, Ms Tan has been overseeing the planning and development of Dempsey Hill, while Mr Soh took charge of its construction and conceptualisation. The winning combination of Ms Tan’s business acumen and Mr Soh’s creative concepts has led to Dempsey Hill being billed as the latest hip urban destination and a must-visit enclave in Singapore. 
TOURISM AWARDS 2008 – Uniquely Singapore Award Citation
Uniquely Singapore Award 

National E-Card Competition 2007
Organised by River Valley Primary School and Crescent Girls' School, the National E-Card Competition 2007 aims to inculcate national pride and identity among the youth of Singapore, and promote awareness of the destination brand Uniquely Singapore across Singapore schools. The competition has encouraged students to play tourism ambassadors while instilling in them a great sense of loyalty and pride in, and ownership of, the Uniquely Singapore brand. Technology offers the student participants a creative platform to develop innovative ideas to promote Singapore. The result? A mind-boggling display of creativity and youthful exuberance in the colourful works created. This competition has much potential to evolve into an even bigger exciting project for years to come and to take the Uniquely Singapore brand to a wider audience. It is also a delightful example that with a little imagination, non-industry players can also make an impact in shaping Singapore’s tourism landscape. 
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